
otherwise excelient versions, have preseijed the beauty, 
dignity and terseness of Pearse’s Irish prose, while even the 
author’s renderings are open to -a similar criticism. ^ ,

The exploitation of Pearse by seyeral well-meaning but 
badly-informed britics in Amerka and Great Britain, as‘an 
Anglo-Irish celebrity, is a grave • misrepresentation of the 
ideals he strove for so vehemently in his. lifetime. Essen
tially^ P. H. Pearse worked for an Treland,'not only free, 
but.(Gaelic as well; his life-work will be misunderstood, so 
long as it is ignored that the sources of his inspiration lay 
in ,the chivalry?-• and heroism oft^the'old Irish saga-s, the 
hatred, despair and militancy of me'dispossessed Gael 'as 
voiced in his poetry, the simple aM - religious outlook of 
those self-contained Irish speaking comnixlnit es remote 
from the ^kivilisation” of the Pale ujion the Connacht sea
board. ’ Rightly or wrongly—one gets another view in Ma<> 
Donagh’s ‘‘Literature in Ireland his whole mental atti
tude was antagonistic to _ Anglo-Irish literature. ^ The very 
words, “Anglo-Irish,” he ’detested and denied their validity, 
although, unlike certain perfervid propagandists, his know
ledge of the work of Irish men and women in English was 
as appreciative and accurate as his knowledge of- English 
literature itself. Next to the Tain Bo Oualhge, which he 
read with the ease and attention most of us ^ read news-

■ papers, his favonrite author was Shakespeare, innumeray© 
editions of -wdikh had an honoui'ed place on his hook shelves. 
His admiration for Yeats w.as profound and cordial. . In 
J. M. Synge he saluted a genius who had made Ireland’s 
name cohsiderabl© in the eyes of Europe; nor was Pearse 
lacking in courage to defend Synge in circles where tile 
latter’s works were disparaged for miserable, propagandist 
reasons. But, speaking generally, Pearse. preached bi-lin- 
gualism to the detriment of the English language m Ireland, 
hoping and striving for the great battle between the two 
languages. Nor would his side in such a conflict have ever

■ been in doubt for a' moment. Ykiir Anglo-Iipsh Winters, he - 
contended, brought only fame to English literature and bould 
nevei^b© representative of Irish literature. A special jmch©

Messrs.. Maunsel have ireoently issued the “ Songs of the 
Irish Rebels and Specimens from an Irish Anthology ” (5/-), 
being Vo-L II.‘ of. the collected works of P. H. Pearse. 
S'lenafer as the book is, it demands a definite place. Qne of 
the few of the" author’s di’eams which'remained unfulfilled 
Ivas an anthology which would “include all that has been 
nobly said in verse by Irish-speaking men and women from 
the beginning .to our own time,” i.e., an anthology,'at the 

■ feast, that would: o in Irish literature the position
Palgrave’s “ Golden Treasury ” occupies in English, at the 

, best-, a monument to Irish poetry of labour and critioai 
discernment, similar to the “Oxford Book pf 'English 
"Verse.” Here w© are given, only the rough plan of the pro
jected work^ half consisting of-“Bongs of the Irish Rebels ’’ 
and the remainder, translations “ of such of the songs of 
the unknown singers of the hamlets-and hillsides as seem to 
me. worthy to.he placed by the side of .those that have been 
most finely fashioned by the master craftsman among' the 
hdrds. The wind of poetry ’.bloweth where it listeth, and in 
Ireland in these latter yeans it has often bloum into the 
cottage of the peasant ”—an instinctive' flash of Pearse’s 
democratic sympathies, this lasrb sentence!

The ‘ ptihlication. of the Irish originals and English trans
lations npon parallel pages is a-welcome innovation upon the 
publishers’ pari in their, until now, rather unequal collected 
edition of Pearse’s works. Messrs. Maunsel’s^ success as 
pioneer publishers of the works of Irish writers in the Eng
lish language, perhaps, prejudices tdiem in favour of English 
translations. However that may be, this Irish anthology is 
a' praiseworthy and enteiy)r sing effort, prodn ed with the 
care and taste which endears the firm’s publications to all 
book-lovers. .

Tills book, I have said, has a defin te place. It raises, not 
in itself, hut incidentally seveml burning questions. P, H. 
Pears© himself would undoubtedly never have wished his 
ori^bial work to appear in a foreign dress, especially after 
circumst'ancas had removed the only conceivable trans
lator. Fevr translationsa not even Mrt Joseph Oampbelhs
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tlie marcli ari^l ©.auty of the Gaelic Biediuiu heing over
strained. Spao© orbias quotation of the bitter plaints and 
ones of vengeance of militant and despoiled Gaeldom in th^se ' 
poets of the 17th and 18th centuries. We do well to read ’ "; 
them in the spirit Pears© ©xpressos elsewhere in quoting J 
the quatrain composed by a dispossessed Gael/ who sees ' 
an Pi^lishman hanging from a hough. ‘^1 neither apolo
gize for this nor defend it/^ adds Pearse. & the same ' 
spirit is the, comment upon the ‘‘Roman “The
savage hatred expressed for the Bnglisli and Protestant ! 
secretaries will-bd rinderstood when it is remembered that

em was written within a year after Drogheda and | 
'j and that it was intendsd as a stimtmts to the 

Irish in their stubborn stand agaipst the ■ CromweUian 
genei'als.’l

Might b© set apart for-them in English literature, it is true, 
but at the heist they only retarded the rise of an Irish 
IlfAtaturei, at the worst^ they forwarded the most subtle of 
English Imperialism’s conquests; the mental conquest. 
Pears© no more questioned that the language of th© Irish 
narion should be Iiish than he wdixld have questioimd the 
existence of God. .

As a Gaelic League propagandist, Pearse is a,great and 
effective exemplar. Like his fellowwcrker, Thomas Hac- 
Ilonagh, Pearse envisaged all the difficulties in any enter-- 
prise ho undertook. He strove- for no-fching in which he did 
not whole-heartedly believe. Neither of them -ever adopted 
that ineffably foolish combination of enthusiasm, abuse and 
iiapdoodle which expr©s.ses itself in flamboyant prophecies 

«that “in five years w© shall all speak Irish.” Pearse said 
with^pride that the regeneration of Ireland began when the 
Gaelic League began, but he realised Bupeihuman' efforts ^ 
were needed to save the Irish language from decay. To 
quote his own phrase, he was singulaxdy ; moderate in his 
•aspirations and methods. He merely wished the Irish people 
and not the human, race to learn and^ speak Irish; he him- 
(Self learned Irish and spoke it. Ih this book w'e have *a fin© 
example [of the manner in which he interpreted Irish litera
ture to the non-Irish ispeaker. -Compare the following with 
Mangan’a'-wefi-knownrimes, both translations- from a com
mon origina'l;—

Thou hast slain me, 0 mv bride, and may it serve thee no 
whit, .

For the soul within mci loveth thee, not since yesterday nor 
to-day.

Thou hast left m© weak and broken inunien.-amdrimdliao 
"IBMray m© nbfT”w-hb love thee, my Little Dark Bose!

The Em© shall rise in mide -fiorrents, hills shall bo rent,
•The sea islmll roll in rod Vvaves and Mood bo poumd ouri 

- Ewery ffiountam glen in Ireland, and the -bogs shall quake 
}Bome clay, ere shall perish my Little Dark B ose.

Or Geoffry Keating’s;'-— *
My pity,*, how Irelan standetli, ■

- ” Her battle-triumph transformecl; • -
She hath exchanged happiness for ruin,
Despised by these ■savages.
_____ ■ * -. <-

Eallen, her own winsoane beau y,
From her lovely, shapely face;
Fulbbreasted nurse ot fair hon'ts,
No heir is left to her!

Pearse’s references to his abilities as a translator, are too 
reticent and modest, his Msistenc© upon the “roughness” 
of his prose I’renderings and his “failure” to fully interpret

tai© po=ej
Wexford

j
“vWhy is not Clan Lxither fiayed,
While Christ’s clan.’is persecuted unto death? 
Why no pity for the lambs that are torn 

,While thenyfflv^'S Farry the fioek?”

Assuredly Pearse is in the rightful line of our trans
lators. Placed beside Ferguson or-Mangan, Sigeirsoh or 
Jfyde, he does not faiter, but is, in some respsets, superior 
%• them, ixi the ‘ strong, stark, austere beauty of his inter
pretation.

Yes, that was part of his effort to save the language he 
loved from extinction.^ He had tramped, toi>, every district 
of tile Gaelthachtuntil he could have found his way blind* ■ 
folded, later to leave vivid .and lasting pictures of the Con
nacht of .the bogs and lakes of his heart. He studied bi-

plied those systems to Irish conditions in an invaluable 
educational pluiosophy, not to mention his great practical 
experiment •'of .8t. Enda’-s, which lie started with, a pair of 
globes ^and buiming enthimaspi to uphold in th^ face of 
tremendous financial difficulties', widespread apathy and 
cynicism. He preached his political ideals^to many at the 
time unutterably moderate—in a v/eekly paper written wholly • 
in Irish and printed in Roman type. Before he ever electri
fied an .audience with his Englisli oratory, he had preached 
his Irish-Ireland faith Jrom every platform in Irish through- ' 
out the length and breadth of the land. ‘ It seemed likely to 
fow only in those years he would emerge eventually as a 
.militant. . Indeed,'he^ was sneered at as a moderate by. 
critics, ivho grew milder with age. Often it' seems- to- me his 
shade would grow caustic^ould ho see aspects of the strange 
Post-FasteFlmand ~e~"uee' to-da^' looking upon her affec
tionately, but with strangely divided mind. “ Terrible’ 
revolutionaries,” he would murmur, “you might be more 
dangerous did you begin and work as I did ii my time*
At lea/st, you might do more good to Ireland!” *

But we, Heaven help us, can only read his book!
(mm*

tirely ignored, to combine with the 
National school teachers.

SELFAST TEACHERS, plause). In the opinion of organised 
labour , in Ireland educational interests 
should be ’ the first charge upon the 
national finances, .and they held that the 
wages, paid teachers s.houkl be such as ' 
would attract into the profession the 
very best talent (applause). He w^as- sorry 
to find that the “ foremen 'teachers- 
(laughtei’)~Hliad broken, away from the 
tlnion, because it was dasirabl© fhat 
there should -be a compact body woUKing 
for the interests of the “ under dog.” 
(Applause.)

Mr. D. K. Campbell, Secretai’y of Bel
fast Trades Council, offered the opinion 
that the recent correspondence was ipo 
complica.ted and technical to influence 
the public mind. Teachers should con
centrate on the plain blunt claim—that 
they wanted more of this World’s goods.

Mr. W. M‘Or.aoken, B.A., B.L. (Techni
cal Institute) urged the teachers in tech
nical schools-, whose claims had been en-

Rev. T. H. Ellison, as a comparative 
stranger to Ireland, -contrasted the Irieh 
system unfavourably with that of Eng
land. He wished to see the teachers 
free from clerical managers and educa
tion under the control of local democra
tic authorities.

The dutstandiug event of ^ last week 
was the teachers’ meeting in the Co
operative Hall, on Saturday, which was a 
united rally indicative of the esteem in 
which all classes of the community hold
the men and women to whom the train
ing of the children has been committed.

■ Mr. Devlin’s able statement of the case 
has been so well .reported that we need 
not even summarise it.

Mr, T. Johnson attended on behalf of 
the Belfast Trades Oounoil, and said a . 
proposition such .as the white Paper 
which offered 6 per cent, increase to tlie 
lower paid workers and 80 per cent, in- 

. crease to the more highly paid, would 
be sco.nted by any trade union (ip-

Bey. M. T. M‘Guffinj Pres .dent of Bel
fast Oo-Gperatiye Society, speaking as 
the representative of the largest demo
cratic organisation of its kind in Ireland, 
assured the teachers that the oo-opera- 
tiVe movement waa behind them in their 
efforts for betterment. “If there was one 
thing dearer to his heart than another, 
it was that they should have a united 
Ireland, which would‘ also be a cultui’ed 
and educated Ireland, and then they 
might not fean any adversary^”

“4
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‘cotOTetioit greaii Ipck-oTiji^iii
1911* It shows

PP, .B'OL*SHIEVIIC$y, AN D AT r lEM l while
(passed. by Cmsor.) ' March the Trades and I/ahour poiiiicil

Felicitations are due to all-those who, was established, and from that , time the 
having firsts supported., i>rogi’am’m3s progress made was extremely rapid. The : 

'■ directly and indirectly opposed td that of ■ painters, masons, plasterers, and car- 
tlie Bolsheviks, ai*6 now congratulating pehters formed strong, hranches of their 
I^enin and Trotsky. “ Nationality,’’hav- societies. The insurance agents Were
ing written Count Czernin’s apologia, w'e the next to join up'their forces/ and the

relieved to find that Sinh Fein is not latest recruits are the sa-wyei's and
moulders. . The sailors and doclrere and 
bakers’ wages. have been twice Increased 
inside twelve months 5 the printers and 

also secured ^advances .of'

'> <j

The Spirit of Hostility
whidi the onanagement of this firm re
gards Trades XJnionism, and proves that 
when they were fighting the Irish Trans
port Union in 1911 they were fighting 

, against any .oomhination amongst them 
employees. As 90 per cent, of their 
eimployees' are now niemhers of a trado 
union it is time that Messrs. Bierce 
realised‘that the sx)irit of combination, 
amongst workers is impossible to kill • 
amd. that, however t^ey try to put off the 
evil day, the time must come when they 
will have to treat with' thejr employees - 
as a body, not as individual units.

The efforts of the local employers to 
prevent the new Government works 

ffrom interferitig with the local rates of 
■' wages, would make very edifying read
ing for the people of the town, hut •will
have „to remain nnwr tten^ untol- matters __
develop further. . The/mosOatisfaptorj 

^"feature off employers’^roei'gies ds —
that they have failed.

- -N3 .-^The Fleiueffbusiness- agricul-^ - 
'' tural implements has ^ heen built upon 
appeals to the. patriotism of the ..users. 

‘Public opinion ’has made the house _ of ■ 
Pierce. "Public opinion can bring 
Pierce’s . to I'eason. There are other 

'firms, giving full recognition to- Trade 
Unionism, manufacturing ‘ the same . 
goo.ds as Pierce’s; Tliey should he sup
ported by all who wish Iidsh industrial 
development to be based on a fair deal, 
to the workers and not on the subjection

, and SQul-lesB pro-

arecommitted to ihat line of tactics, but has 
frankly endorsed the efforts—and the re- 

V suits—of tbre'opposing parly, w-ho inter- 
pretod Ozemin’s. words as all dgnocrats 

■ have done. Similarly, the ‘iS.erald, 
wtoich iseemed quite content with the 
ivar aims declaratkgi, o-f the. British 
Labour Party, has^ come round to 
the view of the Bolsheviks,^namely/that 
independence apx)lies to the subject races 
of the‘Allies as well as the Germans.

We did not and we \do not make any 
idistihctidn in prirLciple between; _ the Im
perialism of. ffbe Gentral Empire's and 
ffhosenff-the-^lff ^

• Ti'otskyto reply to the 'Erench Socialists 
who-protested against liis making a sepa- • 
rate peace? The.,J'rench Socialists are

.—sadly in need of 3 aUres' at this" time? f<ar :
their .attitude- is singularly narrow, petu
lant and-short-Siglited. .Thomas talks of 
Alsace as if he were-one of those French 
capitalists .whdse pro-fits are sO' delicately 
concealed by the camoufiage of chativin- 
istic patriotism. Will Thomas and th-ose 
French Socialists who object to "a piebi- - 
Bcite for Alsace-Lormine, because of the 

immigration of Germans into -those pro- 
idnces and the emigration of the French 
population^ support Ireland in a claim to 

' the; Home Rule vote of _our emigrant 
population o-versnas? tjie least
absurd of tlm ihany absurdities ■ arising 

'' out ■pf tfe^Alsaoe-Lorraine question is the 
unreasomhg and unreasonably claims of 
the .majority of Socialists in France.

^ Even worse is tlieir disgraceful hostility 
to Russia.

engineers
wages.

The Most Notable Advance
the victory gained by the building

Xn the middle of De- 
masons, and 

demand for an in-

was
trades last week, 
cemher the ' carpenters 
plasterers sent in a 
crease of 10s. per week.. The employers 
first offered 3s. and wlmn the man 
showed that they were no-b* to‘ he trified 
with offered a further 3s. In the meaii- 

Hie-effiployers-dia<X-conaenied= 
to give, the men the full amount asked 
for. The men were determined |hat they 
«weuld not accept less thqn the .full 

^m,mount asked.:|i6r,"“aiid as the^employers ^ 
"^refused to giv^way all the men ceased 

At the end of a -week the em-

■

work.
ployers, seeing that the men had not tlm 
slightest intention of resuming work ex-^ 
cept'they got the amount asked foi> 
quietly re-opened negotiations and coii- 

' ‘sented'.to give the men the full amount.
Til'S men owe their victory to- the excel
lent spirit which animated them and to 
the united front wdiich they presented -to 
the empteyers. They are to be congratu- 
dated ©11 the success which hay attended ^ servile,
the ■employers.vtoo^^ihined together and . . Ihe Wexford bakers have cecured^a i 
used all the old tricks -to get some: of the increase of os. pern week. Thedocal^^^a— 
m-en to break away, and that th©. men they tlianked^ the employers lor .
are only recently organised makes tlieir f quite m^ht to h© gracious, hu
victory , a great moral/success for the j ffi' they no Union . _ i
whole Lahour movement in Wexford. / . The 1-ocal^ branch of the I.T.Xi .U. haK

gained an increase of one-halipenny per 
ton on all cargo. handled. ,The only employer who- -did not settle | 

with their men was the’ fi.rin of P. ■ Pieree | 
and Co., agricultural implement aud j 
shell makerwho will he remembered in | ;WEXFORD WORKERS 

GAINS. THE VOICE OF INDIA. .
We have received a copy of tliat inter 

i esting' monthly, A Yoie& from India/ 
wbieh contains among, other interestingA MONTHLY JOURNAL FOR articles ono entitled ;; The BrotWhood
of Ireland and India,”-b.y Elsie Chapin, 
which sets ouff several interesting 
parallels between the two nations linked 

, together in ' these days by another tie.
I Laurence Housman, Ernest Rhys, and 

Tagore are among the contributoi’S 
' to a number of the highesst exeellance.

THE NEW WAYFIERCE ANO PATRIOTISM,
O'

’By P., WHITE, -Secretary, W'exford
. ■ ■ IRISH RAILWAYMEN

devoloj)ment of labour activity in the • A '
■ town of AVbxford, ivhfeh will soon tete , WBBk.tJR'FOSKFUL
its place amongst the best organised j H ^TtcT-SwTTT
•towns.in Ireland': At the beginning of @ Ui-<
.1917 there ’were hut six branches of - ||wa^IJNOHFUl^
Trades Un-ions established in the town M
and the prospects of getting the workers m ’
organised was an;^thing but encouraging, ^ J.
as the great majority of the employers 
were bitterly antagonistic to ' anything 
like comhinatioii aanqfig-st their em
ployees, , whilst amongst many 'of the 
men the'* spirit of mutual oonfi-denc© and 
unity which is essential to Trades 
Unionism seamed lacking. Early in the 
year the building trades made a move.

i
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Transport Workers ' and Fpotl Exports.
cm produce a pk-u wliiclx would secure 
the feeding of ijae bulk of tbe people as 
well as of a minority of the population 
would fiml a ready ally iii th© Transport 
Pnion, They had nover sliirkedijieir 
duty^hut could not see what the advow 
cates of simple stoppage proposed to do 

' after they had disorganised the present' 
system of distribution, / . .

The election of ofdcers for the Branch 
' was then proceeded with, John O^NeiU 

was unanimously rO'^elected Seorotary, “ 
and Joseph Metcalfe, Assistant Becretaiy.

; A ballot vote will he taken to appoint the 
‘ three delegates, for which..:B,...j£edmQnclf 1—4- 
F. Nolan, T. Biienj D, Courtney, and M. 
Connolly were nominated. Tom Foran 
was then unanimously re-elected Branch 
President.' By a show of hands it was . 
decided that the Committee he elected at 
sectional meetings', one member for each 
section, . > . - . *

The Branch nominated for Greneral PrC^* 
inrd-e-identr^%osriBdranrr^'eiieral”SeoretM 

^ its adoption, reminded ' the J. liarkin ,'General Trustees,; Wm. Fair- 
meeting or the alteration in their circum- leugh, Jos. MetcaHe, and Ml. Cunning-
stances which had taken'place since June ham. A ballot will be • necessary yfeo de-___
19X6, when the^TJuiom^semed dead 'ana.. cide' the^.O. members, as Messrs. Wm.
John Mlon Nugent was negotiating O’Brien, P, Stafford, B. Conway, and! J, 
.with the Castle to bury it. He reminded Brohoon were nominated. . 
the members of the loyal M.p given at Keen re'gret was felt that Jn. O’Nehl 
this time of trial by other xrade ITnion- -was prevented by illness from attending
ii iu particular lorn Johnston, and said the meeting. All who know the debt the
timt the 'Sown by the labouris of Bar- Union owes'to John for his yeai^s of uu-
hxn and Connolly fertilised by the flagging devotion and sterling honesty •
inA’ their General Secretary an were sorry that he could mot he present
"^11 now bearing a harvest beyond to read’ a balance siieet so full of the
all their expectations. In Cork the mem- friiita of his labour 
bers now numbered over 6,000j and the 
financial support given to the^ Union 
oonsiderable, J Every section in the 

’ Branch had got increases in pay and the 
V IJnion_was spreading rapidly through Ire^ 

land. It was already the biggest Union in 
Heland, and had still bigger prospects be
fore it. He urged the membei’s to extend 
theiy activities beyond mere waga-raisiflg 
into the work of olmnging their social 
status >y co-OperatiOn and political 
action* The report was carried unani- 
mouslyi, :

Mr, Thos. Foran then referred to tlio 
Executive flnanciarl statement, 
showed that the Union had assets of over 
£12,000 in 51 Branches with a total mem- 
harehip of nearly 25,000. He pleaded for 
such help and machineiy as would enable 
•alive Executive to use to the full their 
present advantages. The future in Ire
land-was uncertain, hut whatever other- 
parties did the political interests of 
Bahour could only be served by the Irish 
Babour Party. Urging the vital import
ance of an immediate settlement of the 
Food Problem, he- said the popular solu
tion was a simple, down-tools policy to be 
carried out by the dockers, but labour 
is not satkfied that to merely keep food • 
in the country would ensure an equitable 
distribution of the food thus saved. A suc
cessful stoppage policy might mean the 
starvatiCm of friend, as w-ell as foe by cut
ting; off urban supplies. Any party that

THE IRISH TRANSPORT UNIOfl 
GENERAL MEETING.

No friend of the Irish Transport Union 
could have come away from 'phe annual 
meeting of the pai*ent Branoh of the 
Union, without a feeling of deep satisfac- 

. tion. Npt that all the aivergent elements 
that. go to- foTO an orgamsed body of 
8,000 men found each the satisfaction^of 
all its heart’s desires, for that way lies 
•chaos and tuin, hut the meeting was of 
record the' Pwound Boom beiiig

. crowded/and in dignity of conduct and 
business efficiency was worthy, of the 
place the Union holds in Irish life, 
iSveiy loyal heart heat high with hope ” 
to* hear, the facts and figures of the Secre
tary’s, report, showing that .all previous 
■progress had -been well eclipsed, and that 
•the Union Md'S fair to take its full place 
in the .'Sun before the'New Year becomes 
the Old,

solved to eplkt the support of the rank 
•and'file by issuing a oarddf membership, 
witfi a subscription of Sdi monthly, and 

■ asking Trade Union officials to • act as 
ooiiectors in the Branches. By such sup
port alone could the Party be compact . 
and strong enough to make and enforce 
good laws which would more than repay 
the .trouble and expense of its memherB.

The meeting thr-ohhed with deep feeling 
when all present rose to their feet to 
mark their respect for the' memory of 
their heroic comrade, Wm. Partridge, 
wffio had passed away under such tragic 
circumstances since the last meeting. 
The reading of the annual balance sheet 

- gaverimmense satisfaction to members, 
consisting as it did of record figures, and 
showing that No, 1 Branch had handed 
over to the General Fund of the Union a 
sum of £2,212 for the year’s,, working. 
The OliairmanJ in moving the adoption of 
the report, referred to it as a harximeter
secondin

The meeting was held in the Mansion 
House on Sunday, ISth January, by the 

"kindneSB of ■ the'^^brdr^Iayor, ISK 
-XAurence CFNeill. Standing boldly out 
above the platform, was the Bor-d Mayor’s 
coat-qf-arme,’on which the Bed Hand of 
'Distei’ stands out in bold relief, 
hailekl' with- -delight by all. observers. 
During the progress of the pro-ceedings 
Ms Bordship came forward to the plat
form and, in a few cordial words, bid the 
Transport Union welcome to !the Mansion 
House. Mr. Wm. O’Brien availed of the’ 
occasion to propose the thanks of the 
meeting to the Bord Mayor, not merely 
for ^kng the use of the premises, but for 
the invaluable work done by him during 
the last three mopths in particular, when 
the hulk of Uie workers of Dublin got 
big improrenfents in pay and conditions 
at conferences arranged or presided over 
by him. Mr. Foran, in seconding re
minded the members that Mr. O’Neill

an omen

HOMO.: 'was

THE PRINTING TRADE VIOTOBY AT
CORK.

A correspondent has kindly sup|>le-' 
ifianted Oathal O’Shahnoh’s'account of 
the Ohristmfts strike at Cork—b'spooially 
in some particulars which Cathal’s mod
esty forbade him mentioning. We for
bear quotation, to spare his blushes.
,Oar correspondent wrote,;on 4th-mst., 
and said) inter' aliar'-x<<i -wish to bring . 
under the notice- of your readers the ad
vantages whxclx xv© gained through the 
organisation of the Transport Union.
Nine ^veeks from this day’s date, we, the 
printing' trade employes, were disorgan- 
ised. As the name of the above union 
seemed^ "fco' be in the minds of everybody, / 
we decided to organise, as one body and 
enrol ourselves in its ranks. Clerical and 
labour workers combined and went as on© 
man, fighting for the one cause. Had it 
not been for the organisation to which we - 
belong, and the organisation which helped 
us in every way possible, we would' never 
have .gained anything. Therefore, my 
advicuto workm oF every description, / 
^wmether. ngaged with pick or pen, no 
matter in what capacity, organise under 
rile banner of the rransport Workers and’ 
General Workers Union and"’ forget the 
bygone days of fighting the, employei: 
mdividuallafl” •

was
. no fair-^weather friend, hut had faced 
odium and lost busipese -in the •dark days 
of 1913 by Ms support of the Bahour in
terest. The memhere' by their acclama
tions showed how' conscious,they were of 
the sincerity of Mr. O’Neill’s, words of 
welpome, and his Ixjrdship, in reply, 
expressed his sense of the importance of 
the labouring classes to tjie community 
and said he and the city rose or felt as the 

». working classes were downtrodden or 
, prosperous. • "

'■which

At. the outset the Branch President, 
Mr. Fcran, introduced to the meeting 
Air. , Thomas Johnston, ex-President 
Tradee .Congress, whom he invited to 
speak oil • behalf of the Irish Babour 

•Party. Mr, Johnston, tracing the growth 
of the Babour Party from its foundation 
by Jim Larkin, pointed^out tliab the de
rision to enlarge the scope, of 1 the Trades 

• Congress-so that its activities would ‘‘ 
elude political representation on ah pub
lic Boards in Ireland wa4 taken at the 
meeting held in. Dublin in 1913, when Jim 

. Larkin, Jas, Connolly and Wm. O’Brien 
were ppsent. The European war hin
dered the workj, hut last year it was re-

-
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Labour ■ ■ jLiYeEness at - -“By • -

CATHAL O’SHANNONCorki
I
I

", - - . /’

eeipt ©f £& eammuBication from tiia fim
WE HEST HAWE PIBOB. BAOISS/^ 

So . be ' ; •

to ibea-p Kada^me .Harltievki??® interpretation' 
of Oonnolly'’s view, The leetute will be fol- . 
lowed by 4 short btit exeellmt prograxamo 
of Ij^bonr and Bepublican songskPrlsh mnsio 
and dances, ete., to which will eontr|bnte „ 
the Hisses O^Connell, De Bhaill#, Barry, 
Byrne, BMlpott, etc., Hessrs. E. MeOarthy, 
Beosaxah O^Oonnor, .T, Murray, O^Neill, Des
mond, etc,, and the Connolly Memorial Band, 
Boll np xiow, Cork BolsheYlksI

^‘Tfie ehiiciws-Fathers . ■. . /•
' Another notable Victory has' been, won by 
the Trahaport 'Crnibn, The “ children/' as 
they are called, in the firm oi Messrs. Byan ' 
and Oo,, aoap, candle' and glyoerlnc jaanp,> 
ladS-nrers, have got a second snbhtsmtiial in- 
crease, dating b-aek.to October,'the back 
money being paid in a Ittmp stim. Prom 
October 15 to' December 1 they got. 5s,-per 
week France, from December-! to JannaVy 
15, 43., and .from Jamiary 15 Ibrward 6s.

. This applies tb all men over 21 years of age, 
.boys hnder 21 to r^eive one-h^f this -a-ward., 
Boys entering the firm"' are to have a atart- 
dng wage of 9s, per week, with Is. weekly 
increment every six months. ■ Tlie "children" 
had refused to accept a smaller increase, 
and in fact handed back the increases for a 

' ‘ number of Weeks in snecession. They have 
__ now their well-deserVed reward,

Orajjimen,
The' weighmen and storemen employed by 

Messrs. Q-reen and Oo., grain merchants, 
have got a retrospective advance of 2b. 6d. 
per week and 3$. 6d. forward. There was. a 
stiff hhttl© of words in the negotiations be
tween the'firm and the Transport Union, mit 
•in the', end the XJni-on’s argnment held good. .

: ThiS”hdv^ime-H[s°mot°°mBrHit-^
morally as well as materially it is a victory 
for the men.

-------The Building Trades.
It looks as. if there is to be some trouble 

before the new demands of the building 
•unions are. granted by the Cork master 
builders. In answer to the demands put in 
by ^ the masons, plasterers and builders' 
labourers, the Builders' federation proposes 

, to reduce the number of hours worked per 
week, to decline to allow work on holidays 

. unless when it suits the employers, and 
then'only at ordinary nates, and to make 
•the .provision of artificial light optipna.! in
stead of co.mpulsory as at present. Uor all 
this they offer the magnificent iucrea/se of. 
a f^thing' per hour, which, with the re
duction in hours, etc., woitld mean a net 
advance of a penny or twopence per week! 
This will never- do, as the employers might 
have learned after, the strike of builders' 
labourers last year. The buU-ders’ labourers 
are a branch of the Transport Union, And 
as they are working in very close .co^opera- 

' tion with the other unions there should be 
a certain" livelineBs in the building trade 

after a 'while.

■ The m^t^r Irssiustry,,
S^ince Mr. D. Ooates, organiser for the Irish 

Automobile Union, came to C^ork two or 
three weeks ago, the membership cf the • 
Cork Branch has been trebled, - This-is not- , 
the only record of the orgam.ser’s progtes^, 
for new branches have been opened :in the 
country, and substantial advances have been;^ 
gained for 'drivers and mechanics in the 
city. A few employers are still'standing out. 
again.st''tho 'Union's demands, but this young■ 
branch has made an escellent start, and all 
ooncorned are to be congratulated on re
sults .already achieved. The branch is now . 
aSIiated to the Trades Oouncil,' and the dele
gates had a hearty welcome at last week’s 
meeting. ...

\

OOUNTERiJUMPERS IH COUNCIL,
The Irish National Gounoil of the Shop 

Assistants’ Union met on 13th inst. at •ih© 
College Oafe, Dublin, under the presidency 
of Hr. B. 'W'. T-odd (Dublin). Delegates were _ 
present from all the Irish branches, except 
Sligo and' Derry. Mr. Owens, the organiser, 
reported on Ms work since the last meeting 

■ of the Oonncil in August, and stated that 
the membership had more than doubled, and

M , Dublin and Cork were 
attention. Several new

Trades counoil. ' ,
Ooixneil.at last meeting approved of the 

resignations from - the Uood Control Com
mittee in Dublin, and congratulated the 
Labour and Co-operative members on their 
action. The Chemists' Assistants reported, 
that Messrs. Kiloh and Co refuse, on a 

■i/echnd(mii'^y-"torr^em"stf(t0' two”'of'^thBir'n^ 
rades. and ' in a letter thft firm confiriHcd 
this. Council decided to make another 
attempt to settle the dispute. If this fails, 
-the" Ohemists^ 'Agai^tantsr should ask the 
public t-o come to their assistance, for these 
are matters calling for publicity. 'Council 
ie sending a proposal on the food Question 
to the Hatibnal Executive and the All-Ire-' 
land meeting under its auspices in Dublin. 
In the Crocers and ■Vintners Assistants' 
Union another new recruit was welcomed. 

-Of the Oouncil and delegates more anon.

new movements 
engaging his 
branches were started,’but two were mis
fires, for the fear of their employers' wrath 
and the ^danger of the loss of status still 
oppressed the minds of some workers.

from the Union at their employer's'wish, 
were using .a technical association to request 
higher wage's. The example of the teachers 
h e hop ed would not be lost upon these men* - 

The following minimum wage scale for 
drapers, grocers and allied workers, on the 
motion of .Hr. W* W, Knox,'was considered 
and .adopted:—*

, ^
Minimum Wage Rates for tha Area of 

Dublin and DistHot. ~ 
Minimum at Age Twenty-ono<

Hen.
38/-

TVonl 
' 32/-\ 

28/- 22/-

em
■Assistant Hanagers
Assistants ............ .

W-arehonsemen, Despatch and "Vauigt Bales-* 
men to rank as Salesmen. '

The minimum for ages twenty^two to 
twenty-eight' is 1/- per. Week each year in. 
addition to above-rates, >

Advances beyond these figures tb “'dependL 
on special responsability and experience.

• auniors. ^

Randcn.
Bandoh has a strong aud ' progressive 

branch of the Irish Transport "Union, and 
the ancient town is now dll but blackleg- 
proof. The branch's new hall—the 'Allen Me
morial Hall, -after Allen of the Hancheater 
Hartyrs—is one of the finest union halls in 
the-South, and is a -credit to the •workers 
and the town. It has reading, recreation, 
bagatelle, meeting rooms, etc., and biislness 
in it is nearly as brisk as in Liberty Hall, 
Dublin, or Connolly Hall, Cork. It looks as 
if the branch is now to win its 'Spnrs- in the 
labour war, for a number of firms who pay 
miserable wages refuse to make advances of 
any kind. These includb’ firms employing a- 
considerable number of workers like^ All- 
man’s Distillery and grain and flour'mins 
owned by Healy’s. Onkle’s and Brennan’s. 
As these firms -are doing a considerable ex
port trade, strike would perhaps do more 
good than a continuance of words, and this 
consideration has had its due weight with 
the workers. Bandon may soon be a storm 
centre, but somewhere, some day, some
how, by Bomebody a beginning must be 
made."

Donriolly ants, the RepubUe.
In Cork City Hall on Sunday night, 20th 

inst., Countess de Harkievica will deliver her 
postponed lecture. Her subject is "dames 
Connolly iand the Irish Eepublic,” and few 

• lecturers can speak on Connolly "with more 
knowledge and • more understanding than 
the Countess* The question of Labour and 
the Bepublic is a burning one .now, an-d 

^ reader® of " Mh Opinion *"• ahould not fail

\

\

■ti'?' . ft®'-. ■

18 19 M
20/- 22/- 
17/- 18/-

Mr. I. 'W', Kelly (Dublin) was nominated 
^as delegate,to the .annual Ceneral meeting 
of the Union, Mr. W. Eichards (Dublin) for* 
a seat on the Executive Committee, and. 
Messrs. Thos. Johnston (Belfast) and Humph
reys (Cork) .as delegates to the Irish Trade 
Union Congress and Labour Party. ' .

Hr. Owens wasi frater.nal delega-te to the 
■Umop’s ^Scottish federation annual meeting 
in Claagow on 1st January, at •yhich it was 
stated that during last year .Scottish sliop- 
workers.' had obtained- J8100,000 in extm 
wages through Union action, and .16,000 new 
mem'bers had' joined the Union sifice th© 
outbreak of war. In all the cities dress
makers were now enrolled in the Union, and 

working under Union, conditions

47Age
18/-
16/-

2/- 15/-'
11/- 14/-

Boys
Uirls

•««■ •**•«*•«?

Harness Makers,^
The Harness Hakers' Branch of the Trans

port Union'is furnishing the next contingent 
for 'the first line trenches. Instead of
advancing wages, Messrs. E. D-ay Son pro
pose a new .pi€K3e-rate scale, whi<^ would ac*- 
tually reduce the present rate of wages. Nego
tiations have -been in progress during the 
.past f ontnight, but to no avail. The men have 
unanimously' rejected the piece-rate scale, 
and are determined to resist -any effort made 
to impose it upon them against theit! will. 
In the circumstances ■^here " is but one 
method of settlement left, and at the time 
of •writing -it is very probable that -that 
method will be adop'Bed. ■ Thua there are 
still a few employers in Cork who have not 
learned wisdom with the pasaing of time, 
and- it is not so many years ago •since this 
firm, now in palatial premises, o^upied a 
veiy humble building indeed. -On ^Saturday

thcin tools re-

were 
Union wages.

♦ » *?.
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Ireland is owned and; contnolled by tbo' 
co-operators of - England, and they diay^ 
shown tiiat such a trad© as. shirt-making ' 
need not necessarily be a sweated trade. ' 
Hitherto o-ur workers have not given the 
movement very much attention. Only in 
Belfast has'the movement grown to any 
great size. In Huhlin and. Cork the move- ; 
ment languishes fpr-support, and in many' 
other towns it has'never eveil been heard 

. of. To Waterford and Strabane we wish 
ever^r success,.and trust that other towns 
will take up the' movement sincerely. 
Would not our Trader Councils .give the 
mot%ment some of their attention? If 
so we might have a strong co-pperatiye^' 
distributive moviement in a few years.

M6r0'ShUffiing. • . .was summoned by an official of the Urban
Last week it was generally under stood Council but a committee of the couned,

that the exportation of Irish butter had
so^calM Msji ix^ inti: -Foftenateiy the police magistrate >3VO-^

. mated tliat this was so. But. the Food ■ permit this, and when the case came
• Controller is still np to his tricks, he sthl n^„°2o®^^The°maeisteat6 said it
thinks that-baubles, rather than reali- milk ve^mor L3. .f .,r
ties, are whaf,wo wa^t. During the week ^ ^dfed to hthat ht had ef
ended 12tn inst. a good quantity 6f butter wa-ter addea to it tliat ne na
left the port bf.Bublin for Ooss-Ohannel perienced in the few months he h^_ b _ n

• 'not alow in'fioThtekingftiiat this traffic /“pT R® ”“thf
■ wL in defiance cE thTgrohibition order. bad made £1 6s. oirt of it ’ The

jWe were wrong, evidently, for people Kingstown Urban Counci tned ^
.still have the'right to export, notwith- the man who sold this milk to P®^P

_^h'jtanding ,the assurances and-telegraphic
.messages recently published. ..No order of its peope. W
prohibiting the .export of butter ’has yet fe pleased that the police magistrate
reabheil the Customs' Authorities, The this case,

,^•p rvMTToo.' and. wo trust that it will b© a lesson to■offidals, in the besi red-tape t?a^ f Kinptown Urban Council n.ot to inter-
tioh; and up' mere newspaper announce- aga™. Wei^on^atulate
ment mil Xtiafy them. To .act .they Mr. Lupton, and trust that, when the 
mnst liave an official order, and .so far f orkers of Kingstown haw an oppor- 
:th6y have had no such a&4r. , This is tamty they gll sweep^
'double-dealing of the mo.st flagrant EncT. ^ shield this adiSterator^ They are

assurancos,^^ while at the same time a moderate demai^s of the council s
necessary food leaves our shores because weeks ago. We are certain
no official ord'er’’ of prohibition has . ^^sfc^n _is n<^ the^only dist^

---^^tbeen: issued: to i^he customs au^^ where-sucKshielding is practised, but u.n-
•But w© are not being h<x>dwinked by stuff the cases never get the same
of this kind, and Rhondda and his Irish P'^buc ty,.
Eood Control Earee had better know "that 
ohe^ for all. The export of Irish buttm 
mif^ be iinmeiliately prohibited till the 
middle' of March, when^ perhaps we may 
have a ampins for export. At present" we 
are hot pirodndng enough to meet our 
iown needs, and'qur own needs constitute 
<our primary r©si>onsibiHty. We must 
naake it clear that this food •shuffling must 
.cease immediately. Labour, Sinn Fein 

• - and Qo-operatiqn in Ireland have all ex
pressed their vj^ews vigorouslv upon this 
subject, and ir. Rhondda and liis tchinov- 
nlks will not act, our people will have no 
alfcirmtive to, direct' action theinselves.
S^-jireseTyafion * demands ‘such’ action,
'^d we shall'desierve bur fate* if we’neg
lect-our plain duty, • ’ . '

* ■ i ’

■ V
Trade Union Progress.

Last week Cathal 0 Shannon described 
the victory of the women in the nrintxiig 
trade in Cork. It is one of the metories 
of the new attempts to organise women 

--WnrkersrindkisnountryT^ Binihglhe past 
..^aiL^aveml^tkousand&^f^^oGtnenrmwr^ 
ybeen brought into the trade union move
ment with very considerable benefit to 
.fhemselves. Several unions are- doing the 
work which' sm ninoh' nbM'eR t^^
In Cork, in Limerick,' in Dublin, in Derry 
and in Belfast the organisation of .women 
workers has progressed: very favourably.
In other'directions ajso the, organisation 
of the workers,.has made progress. The 
Irish Transport Workers’ Union has 
added some thousands to its membership 
in a fevy moiaitha and the organisation of 
clerical workers, is making, great strides.

• HieSe movements are described in detail 
from, time to time on another page. What 
we desto to impr-ess here is.-the necessity 
for more and more., organii?ation. It must 
be our -endeavour to- make every worker : 
a trad© unionist, and so bring about the ' 
greatest possible cohesion within the !
entire movement. In a smnll country like 
ours, where industry is not very highly 
developed, with comparatively small 
groups of various types • of " workers 
scattered throughout the country, it 
seems to us that theJdeal we should aim 
at is one union for all kinds of workers. 
Within that Union the various gpades and 
types' of worker would be sectionalised.
It must be .born© in mind that the capi
talist is not confined to one industry only,.
He spreads himself throughout all in
dustry of whatever Mud, and now we are 
faced with new^ oo'mbinations of capital 
and capitalists^ every da3^ ■ Capital is t 
organising, if it has not always been ’ | 
organised, into one big union. Dublin 
workers were, fac^d with the fact.in 1913^^ •• ;
and have learned? the lesson. The Dublin. 
Chamber of Oommorce is no sectional 
organisation nor is the Employers’ 
Federation. The ideal of James ’Con
nolly was one big union ” for all labour 
m Ireland, and we shall .strive to bring 
that ideal to fruition. It is worth striving : 
for, as within such a uhion the power pf 
the worker can h© truly focus-ss^

Co=operat@.r-
The workers of Waterford have formed 

a. co-operative society which is now open 
for business, and have been agitating for. 
a seat upon the local Food. Committee. 
It is but just that they should
have representation' upon the committed, 
-but these ^private traders do-not love'the 
co-operative movement. We wish the 
workers of Wate^rford every success, no,t 
only in their oo-operativ^ undertaking, 
but in their endeavours to obtain repre- 

‘ sentation upon the Food Committee. In 
Waterford the railway men were the 
originators of the- co-operative schem© 
wliieli is now in operation. At Strabane 

,’the. railway meii • -also became^ interested 
in the co-operative movement and a sfore 
will shortly be opened' in that town to

■ cater for'their needs'. ' 'Various other 
towns jare presently considering the co
operative methods of trading and 
operative. control. We would'.wish that 
the workers in every Irish town would 
give the question at least ‘ som© of the 
■attention we think its importance're-

■ quires. By the co-operative method the 
workers may obtain conta’ol of^ their own 
distributive trade m a iwy short time 
and then' the many grievances of shop 
assistants, to name but one body of 
workers,, could have immediate remedy. 
The workers of ; England lapd ScoHand 
have their own societies, their own- great 
wholesale Icderation and their own pro
ductive fa^ories. The only ei^t,, hour

dfVT 'biscuit factory iu Ureat B.rit#iTi or

cr*"
’ShIftiffiRg a Crimtnal. ^
, ' There has always been a gbod d;eal of 
suspicion in irie minds of oirdinary, plain . 
citizens in this country that many people 
who ought to be prosecuted for adulter- 

' *ating foodstuffs have been shielded from 
- publicity -’and punishment by friends and 
relatives upon public, boaids. 'We think 

‘the suspicion is well founded.» W© once 
knew a member of a local governing body 

'■Who was presented with a very valuablo 
^ft by a traders’ assbeiatioU for work of 
thif^'kind," and we' ivondered if tlie-system 
had been generally applied.. Last weak ' 
a case at Kingstown -aroii-sed our sus-* 
piedens anew, A milk vendor was sum-<’ 
moned for selli

# i*

co-

ng inilk .a^^dterated with 
The vendor

.. *
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’Bxissia and bring pressure • upon their Governments,
J^netherpf the Entente'or Central Powers, to observe,
as has been done in Bnssia, the right of all peoples to
dispose freely of themselves;' and that we appreciate^
the action of the Eussian Government and people in ■
claiming this right for Ireland, and appeal to the demo-.

’ cracies of- Germany, Austria, Great Britain, Prance, 
Italy and the United: States to. carry out their-pro
fessed prineiples in the same respect.'^ "The Eussian 
revolutionary Government has put its professed prin-

■ eiples ■ into practice. It has recognised the indepen
dence of Finland and the Ukraine. It has permitted 
the Ukranian deputies to ta.ke part, in the peace

^negotiations at Brest-Litovsky. Eussia was the 
/first country to recognise the^ independence of' 

the Finnish Eepublie, thus .bringing joy to , a 
small nation whose struggle for freedom has 
w^on the admiration and sympatliy of- liberty 
lo-^ers in ail nations. Other countries have 
since jreeognised Finnish independence, but to Eussia 
belongs the credit of an act of justice .and honour. It 
was thought., by some self-styled ‘‘ Liberals” that • 
Eussia, even revolutionary Eussia, v/ould quail before 
such an application of -their formula. The Eussian re
volutionaries demand for all countries the right to de- -

■ termin'e its own future government, and they have 
^‘'themselves beenthe*first to put that formula into

practice, Finland is now" a free Eepublie, and .though 
we may.be somewhat envious of such good fortune, we, 
nevertheless rejoice that a new free nation has been' 
bom in Europe. To Finland we ofier^our congratula
tions and to Eussia we ofier them no less. Eussia has 
again shown the way, the only way,* to 4he'formation 
of a League of Nations. All' other ways are futile.

Other countries, or sections of the population in other 
countries, have • adopted the Eussian foraaula, but up 
'to tbi present none of them have Mio^rved the Eussian

lellow-the-ess

example. Is it any wonder then that Trotsky thinks 
■ some bf them the greatest hypocrites of history f Faith 
without good works is a dead thing. The Bussians had 
Mth and they Had the courage to live up to it. The 
other dountries w’ould like "to have the/ same faith, they V 
profess to have it, but when an action based upon thaV— 
faith is demanded they faih their faith is nofi strong 
enough. The democracies of all the Empires in the 
world profess sentiments which so far they have not 

’attempted to put into action. The memorandum on 
‘ war aims passed hy a special conference of the British 

Labour movement held in London on 28th..December 
last demands '"‘the frank abandonment of. every 
form of Imperialism.'' We ail abhor Imperial
ism. I^mocrac;y and., empire are incompatibi
lities. The two cannot continue po exi)|t in^ 
the same world, and* if those who desire>a democratic * 
world try to graft upon their democracy a piece of irn- 
perialisirwthe fruit will be the fruit of imperialism and 
not the fruit of democracy. Democracy is based upon 
a recognition of rights; imperiali'sm exists upon a denial 

rights. .Democracy has justice as its aim, while the 
. subversion of justice is the aim of imperialism. ’ It is 
impossible to be a democrat and an imperialist at the

^ ' 1 * • ' • ’ I * 1 • " V  »V ^ ■■■■' • J ■■■ •• *f ■ ■ « •  ...................................... ..... '  ^same ^ .
~and“a

freedom and upon freedom only is a true democracy ! - 
possible., __________ y"_^_ ■'____ -_ _ ^
." The BrETsh Labour rnovemeiSTeemsDb^prove the L
actions of the Eussfan Government, and its recent eon- 
ferenee approved*’general principle of allowing all 
.peoples to settle their own destinies.” Yet 'their pro
gramme ignores all the problems of nationality within 
■the jurisdiction of their own government. Not a word 
have they to say about such problems. India is'ig- 
nored, Egypt is ignored, Ireland is ignored, and though 
-the, German press makes facile, use - of these countries 
in their propaganda, tide British Labour movement does 
not grasp the/Situation, British labour does not*>seem 
to realise th^t general .principles are for general appii- 
cation. It is true, tliough we had almost forgotten, 
that the Labour Party Conference to be held in Not
tingham on 23rd; inst. will be asked to approve , the 
grant of Home Buie to India* British.^emooracy, de
spite its resolutions and protests, is more closely akin 
to the German j)eaee programme than to that of the 
Eussians.' Of course we are primarily concerned about 
the future of onr own country, and we desire^ the ap
plication of the Eussian formula, the general principle 
of the'British Labour Party, applied to us. Instead, 
we get a declaration from the leader of British Labour 
that the decision of the Convention will be ifnmediately 
accepted by it. .This is a clear attempt to kwe one's 
loaf and also to eat'it. Eenderson will back the Bus- 
siamformula for foreign application, while for home ap
plication he keeps the programpie of Count Czernin.
We should like to have a definite statenaent from Bri
tish Labour of its intentions as to the future of Ireland* 
dt is probable that Labour will govern in England in 
, a very short time, and for that reason a definite state-^ 
ncient is clearly necessary* Let the Conference at Not* 
tinghana tell us once for all whether they will folkw.

" iVotsky and Leodin; or Czemin and Henderson, W# 
shall await the answer .with '

i
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WAfi' Bonmm m n^nmn. tli© :Sm .agreed to pay on Sattirdnyi 6tH ’ ’ 
Inst., and the men to retnrn on i'riday,
4tli in$t. Tiim, howeTer, did ndt finisli 
the trouble* ^ne engineers and moulders ‘ 
iiow^ demanded nayment for the' three 
days of enforcea idleness. Negotiations' 
on ITriday and "Saturday resulted ' in 
oompromise, the firm ofering on© and a 
half days’ pay, which offer tho men 
.accepted ; work to be resumed, on Mon
day, 7th Inst.

Tno^ firm p^ttitude adopted by the 
workers on this question iias tanght the 
employers eonoemed a nseful if expensive 
lesson. .

A one-day’s strike of the workers in the 
meal and flour mills of Q-eorge^MaclPar- 
lane <fe^Co., Ltd.. Oarrigans, has resulted • 
in an increase.ox Ss. per week to alf'^em- 
ployees in the mills. This now makes the.“ 
wages S6b. and^27sv weekly. •
'In the negotiations c.onsequent on the 

strike, Mr.'Cooke, D.L., represented the 
firm, and the men were ably .represented 
by Mr. J. Bevenn^, National Amalga
mated Lnion of Labour, Newtowncuttn- 
ingham. , .

minimum rat e* One-firm Ims ofi-ered S3|
' and agreed to the minimum, Anothei* 

offered 26 per cent, at first and after- 
, wards reduced its offer to an advance of 

^10 ^per annum. ' Another polite . bass 
consigned the organiser and the ^XJnion 
to Hell, while one of the. best-known 

I houses in the city returned the Murphyite 
an.s.w6r, arrange thee© things -with 
our sta.ff individually,’’

, ^ We have in our possession figures show- 
t ing the wages paid in these four houses, 

and thoy reveal a' disgusting system of 
sweq-ting., Adult women, with • the re
sponsibilities of .a department, are ^get
ting from 18s. 6cl. to 15s. her, week. An 
experienced bookkeeper, 18 years of 
gets 8s, a week, another 16s. ^
cheaplat 24s. a w’eek, and they pay their^ 
laundry bills out of that besides feeding, 
clothing and housing themselvoB. Such is 
the legendary prosperity of the North—

. among the workers*
^ Perhaps before these notes are printed 

there may be several strikes un Derry. 
The men and women are solidly organised. 
The shop'^ workers of Londonderry have 

frmi ^ game in: their hands. LpHtoLAo^
■ ■ ___andr^t^ their own Lnion,

—TrauersT^ytook another twelve inches -will win them victory—and cash, 
n^t day in th© three papers, tinder the 
caption, Humanity and the Dinner 

''^our^Open All Day,’to tell the public 
that they fed their -staff every day^with 
^‘soup, roast beef (fresh joint every day, 
imd beat procurable from Mr, Joseph'Pat
terson, fleshef, Strand) and pudding.”
They also intinnated that their sales for 
December. 1D17 .(the fourth year of the 
great war), were ^£741 3s. 7d. more than 
ih December, 1916,’ and further that they 
Ware not pmianthropists. They treated 
their assistants “ handsomely ” for their 
own ppi poses, . • -

This, cross-talk might 'have continued 
to the great glory of Messrs; Neill and 
Austin and the eitrichment of the local 
newspapers,' but unfortunately the

Standard ” admitted the following ad
vertisement to its pages :— ^

. HDMANITABIANI8M AND WADES,
’ A GHALLENDE.

The Shop Assistants’ Dnion, Market 
Buildings, Strand Eoad, Derry, hereby 
calls OH the rivM Humanitarian Eirms to 
supply th© Pxtblic with a statement of 
the present w^e paid to each Employee,

• the whole Staff, not the few admittedly 
welbpaid ones in each Establishment; 
jalso bonus given to each Employee sine©
Augnst, 1915.

With this information before them the 
Pubhe will be in a better position to 
3^<^ge.X^tarding respective claims of the 

Humanitarians,
EDWAKD OWENS, Organiser*

Wc trust the rivals will agree to Mr.
Pweris’ request.

Since the Derry Shop Assistants 
organised in tlia' jNs-tional Amalgamated 
'Omion, se^^erai months ago, ‘there has 
been much unrest in the iranks’ of . th© 
shop-keeping bosses. In the Loyal City, 
British laws meat State Insurance have 
been pretty generally ignored. ' The ad
vantages of these laws may be doubtful 
but some Derry shop workers have not 
been able to test them. Wages in some 
easas are lower than they were thir'ty 

''years ago, and mostly they are below the 
' level of those in rebel Cork for the same
class of work* ‘ V

*• . *

Two of the smarter firms determined 
they^ would impress th© public with their 
consideration and genei’'osity--^much to 
the advantage of the journal,” “ Stan
dard,^’ and-“ Sentinel.” Bobert Neill 
l«?d off with a twelve inch advertisement, 
booming his tender ^care for his staff, as 
^hown by closing his establishment for 
the mid-day dipfler hoiirl/In these days 
of submarines, one lot of shop assistants 
had "Time‘to eat, perhaps without sugar 
or butter.

Messrs, Austin &.Co

a ■

? /

age, • 
Men aroi . .-.n-

Specialism ia linen Wnsfainir

Seiii your Linen to th$
* *• V

. DEEEY-N0TE8: - 
The delay in paying .the I2 J per cent, 

bonus has' beei^tiie cause of considerable 
commotion in local engineering circles. 
The failure on the part of the North of 
Ireland Shipbuilding Company to pay the 
award on. Christmas week resulted in all 
the societieis concerned- deciding against 

•overtinie during the holidays (from S^atur-. 
day? 22nd tilt.', to Wednesday, 2nd inst.)' 
andiulsq against resumption of work after 
the! holidays nntil the bonus should he 
paid, as from I3th October last. *

On Saturday, 22nd December,; the man
agement issued a* statement regretting 
that they had not so far received the 
necessary instructions to enable them to 

* pay either the 6s.- award or the 12| per 
tcent. (although th© former had beer^ paid 
to the majority of the workers in the yard 
the previous, week,’ and . the latter to a 
certain section of- workmen who ^ had 
shown, fight some three weeks before.) 
They also desired it to be understood, 
that the fii'm was not responsihle for th© 
delay, and hoped to be in a position to 
pay on Saturday, 6th January.

Ne^tiations proceeded during the holi
days, resulting in the firm’s giving a posi
tive guarantee to pay th© award not later 
than Saturday, 6th 'January. Th© strike 
then can^e to ah end, any workmen re
quired being free to return before the ex
piration of the holiday period,

A. Brown <fe Sons, Ltd,, engineers and 
foundrymen, paid the 12i per cent, bonus 
on Saturdo/y, 6th. inst., to all workmen 
except labourers, as a consequence of 
which the labourers cam© out on Strike 
on Tuesday, 1st -inst. The strike lasted 
three days, during which time the whole 
works were closed .down. On Thursday** 
evening a settlement waS' reachedis when

©diirt Laundry^ .

HARCOUET ST., DUBLIN.
We have speeiallsed in fine quality Launder*
Sng Work and hold Silver Medal and

■Vj .

Diploms. Pioneers ol Profit Sharing in 
Ireland. We. are nsers of Irish %tetiais, ,

/ "

Wexford Ageney—Miss; Lewis, Selskar St'
♦ .V

pinion
IS NOW OU SALE 
EVERYWHERE :: 
OH THURSDAYS.

Order Yotir Copy✓ Disputes Pefiding,
• Several firmis in the Maiden City have , 

been apprbachea by the tlnion with a te-* 
quest for ah advance of 60 per cent,, on 

W’&gBB’mi the establitoent of

ita

lOM YOUR' HEWSAOEHT.
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Dublin: Tramway 
Unionism Comes

maimer in wBieli tli© food su|i|>lj preMem 
iias been
—It may iniereist Iriftb workers to knoir 
iifiat tlie pitper whieli Mr/Tbomaa tl-olm- 

<)f Belfast, ifrote' on The Biimitiexi ‘ 
Ireiandj with respci?t to Food Prodih*- ' 

tion and the Eel-atmn of the Cpnsnmer 
TheretOj” for the Irish, Co^operntive Cbn- 
■ference Associationj lias been, fully re
printed in the ‘‘ Go-opiTatprs* Tear'Book 
for 1918,” issued by tho. Coroperative 
Brodnetiwe I ©deration*

fM4igKah»g{iif.ri»«>’i4

ac «

weekly inereanes varying from 20 to 70. He 
recalled the declaration made hy Mr, Wm, 
Marian Murphy in the Anticnt C-onoort 
Kooma in 1015:

“ 'Phe irsafdo men from time to time have 
made efforts to form a Union without suc
cess, —I tatoe it to he that they found no 
neoessity for it and that it was not worth 
the cost, as they got on as well without it,

^ . , . ,^y man or any section of men who ^ 
desired at any time to maheT^prcsentations" 
in their own hehalf or on’ hehalf of their 
fellow*workmen» may have the confident as- 
Buranoe tfiat their ^employers will not find • 
any fault with them for so doing.”

He was one who had taken advantage of 
Mr. Murphy^s inv%itxdni and they knew the 
result. ■Since the formation of the Union, 

..certain efforts had been made to force a 
strike. They had wisely avoided. -any stop
page, and they hoped to obtain improved^ 
conditions withont resort to_ drastic effort. 

“SPclHdTSTbm^oT^heTanttdlmdr^ortg nf 
some of the inspectors was a semi-official 
propaganda of a perverted doctrine of Sinn 
i^in. The solidarity of Irish workers with 
their English fellow-workers in the transit 
service was represented a$ nnpatriotic. 
Duhlin workers could discriminate between 
the English Government. and the English 
people. They knew their friends, and in 
the event of any dispute they had the solid 
hacking of the finance of the entire.Union.

The Union’s claim for £1 per week advance 
On pre-war wages had been brought before 
the XJommittee of Production on behalf of 
the tramway men and women of Ireland, 
Scotland and England, and no settlement 
would be made which did not satisfy the 
Dublin, men.

Officers for the ensuing year were elected, 
a,nd the meeting closed •about 5.15 a.m. on 
Sunday morning.

. The annual general meeting of the Amal- 
. gamated Union of Tramway and Yehiole 

Workers, Dublin Bimnch, was held in the 
Trades Hall, OapsI Street, last Sunday morm 

• ing at 12.30 a.m. Despite the- hour» there 
was a large and enthusiastic atrondance, 
which augurs well for the future of Dublin*^ 
tramway workers. Mr. Michael Colleary pre- 

. sided, and called upon Mr, T. Johnson, of 
the Irish Trade Union -Oottgr ess and Dabour 
Party, to extend a.'welcome to the men nn ; 
behalf of the workers of Dublin ^and Ireland, 
He had recently met the Belfast Tramway 
Oommittee on behalf of their Union Branch 
in that city^ and he knew that the wages of

■ Dublin tramway men were below the Belfast 
level, and very far heneath the cross'^ 
Channel rates. While their wages remained

■ stationary in token value, the increased cost 
of living reduced their purchasing power, 
He knew the old story of Ireland's poverty 
was played out. ^The hank returns proved

------ there—was—inoneyMm—tha—ooimtry^—The—
Munster and Deinster Bank had £11,714 000 
.lying on deposit, an increase over the' cor- 
respon(Ung half-year o]| over two -and. la^half 
million pounds. This money was not all in
vested" and tied up;!£8,OOj^OOF could'h% imme
diately realised. "With wealth' being piled up • 
in increasing abundance there should be no 

.rpoverty among those.* who laboured night 
and day for the service of the j)uhlic.

Mr. -J. j. Brogan, the secretary, moved a 
resolution of respeot and remembranee of 
comrades who had passed away since the 
inception of the Union, and of 'sympathy 
with, their relatives, which was adopted -in 
silence, 'all standing.

Mr. Brogan then presented a report of the 
branch’s, progress, whiclt showed that' the 
organisation began with 260 members, and 
although several had been victimised, on ac
count of their activities, the membership 

' had more than dduhled 'Sinoe then, the

TTi© recenfi reconstruction of tlic Fasig . 
of the British Labour Party’s oonstitu- 
tion is already bringing good rosnlts. A 
genei'al eaeotion should seo between two 
and three hundred Labour oandid^^s 

"for working'olass representation 
■at vvestininster. These mil be run not 
only under Labour Party auspices, but 
the I.L.P. and the co-operators will also 
have their'nominees appealing to the elec
torate on the demo'cratio progiumhie. 
There are some intelligent observers who 
do not hold I/ahour views, who believe 
that a wave.of democratic feeling is pre- 
paxdng to pass over the country^ which 
may pnt a Labour majority.in power at 
the House of ■ Common’s. Not being a 
pro-phet, or the son of a prophet, I will 
not ‘hazjard the chances of this belief 
coming true, but withont doubt Labour is 
going to greatly increase itt political
strength when the next election comes.%

The issuing By the Labour Party of a 
report on reconstruction after the war, is 
also making the. political quidnuncs to 
sit up and take notice. It gocis straight 
to the root of the matter, -and insists that 
reoonstruotion mdst .not mean the 
dabbling about of tliis Government de
partment, or messy and patchwork legis
lation sponsored by that Hinistry, but a 
definite overhauling and .r-ebuilding of the 
whole fabric of the national hfe. It points 
the way to a co-operative, basis of the 
Nation’s affairs in a calm and pmctica.; 
manner. The Press is i’noHned to pass 
■supercilious snifs, and hint at tlm . 
Utopian character of the proposals out** 
lined; political headquarters, however, 
are, taking tho matter in quite a .serious 
fashion,^and just now we shall doubtless 
see the organisations of the old pofitical 
groups attempting to steal some ^ of ’ 
Labour’s ^Hhunder,” while it warily 
stalks its political pro|ects and aims.

The New Year list of honours ’’ was a 
very tame list indeed. It may bb taken ‘ 
as’ an expression, however, of the real 
forces which are governing the nation. 
They are fairly wealthy and doing well 
put of the war ; they have comfortable 
homes and no risks. The refusal of Mr. 
lohn Galsworthy, the brilliant novelist,’ 
to be numbered amongst such a crowd, ' 
provides a happily iromcal commoni^ry 
on the whole farcical business. Politics 
at best are an unfortunate necessity* 
When they are deliberately made dirty 
and corrupt by the dominant economic 
interests of- the nation they need to bo 
dmnml, by the purifying idealism ,iad 
indignation of democracy. . In England ^ 
they are going to get iU

^4

GEORGE .SfAN'TONEnglish Notes
■ "V^ '

The truth of the position is that the 
inviolability of Great Britain is ’ ohaL 
lenged, and a su:^ci6ncy of food for 
people can no longer he guaranteed, Mr. 
Lloyd George may tell us we need no 
longer fear the H-boats, but Sir Brio 
Geddes admits that .the construction of 
new ships is not keepings pace with the 
XJ-boat sinkings. And Mr. Prothero, of 
the Board of Agriculture, ^ has told us, 
there is “no question that in 1918, and 
for some considerable time afterwards, a 
shortage of food would exist.” There is 
a big effort to break up new land for till
age proceeding, hut obvipusly this cannot 
easily catch up the-sh rfcage of imported 
foodstuffs. There are grave days ahead; 

s already the food problem‘ranks in the 
■ public mind with the war situation. In** 

deed, it is not improbable" that we may 
see Mr. George’s knock''Out blow adminis
tration go eclipse because • of the

Is 1918 to 'be a year of famine? That 
query is" being piH in varying ‘forms of 
expression by many lip'S. The general 
food situation * teems with disquieting 
factors. The "last few days have seen 
butchers’ meat almost unobtainable in 
many of our big industrial centres. There 

■ is a speeding-up of the card-system of 
. rationing by Lorc^Phondda and the local 
Food Control Committees alike. Sugar, 
tea, butter and margarine are now being 
distributed under these methods of regis
tration. It is expected that bacon, cheese,

, lard, milk and bread andffour will shor% 
^be distributed on the same basis; Food 

queues are not yet-at an end, however.- 
At a few minutes past 7 a.m* mst Satur
day morning, I saw several hundreds of 
people waiting for a pork Lutcher’s shop 
to be opened. And this is a midland 
town, where a rationing 'Scheme has boefi" 
set up!

our
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Allotments and Garden Plots
♦s' • ■0 .

Cro|i0iiig: the Plot.—In my lastnotes 
ail autline selieme of cropping was given. 
Below’'I give in detail an approximate 
estimate of the amount of vegetables 
which oan be grown in one season on an 
allotment'of about 600 sq. yds. in extent, 
or about 40 ft.-wide by 135 ft. long. Also 
general idea as to' amount ° of seed or 
plants xiecessary, and wh^n they would he 
fit for use," etc. In this scheme one-half 
is set aside for potatoes and the other 
half * for = the various othei"^ vegetables. 
Next year tbS potatoes'will be grown 
where these other, vegetables are to be 
grown this year. The rows, which are 
40 ft. long; should run .north and south.

In additi^'to the plan, 3. rows of 
cabbages mfght be planted in* IVIardh—- 
between the rows of'"early cabbages. An

Sw^a tiirfiips.-r-These can be bought 
hy the ’ hundredweight in . autumn aaid 
v/inter so cheaply -tnat it may be advis
able to purchase them and store them 
rather than grow them. Personally, I 
usually plant a'couple of rows. Cabbages 
should not be grown amongst potatoes, 
especially where spraying is done, othei'- 
wise some one is liahle. to get too much 
copper sulphate. Jerusalem artichokes 
are a crop ell worth growing, espec^lly . 
for those who are fond of soups. > Purple 
sprouting broccoli is another vegetable 
which is worth growing, as it matures-in 
a season of scarcity. Seakale Beet and ' 
or Spinach beet is also a desirable vege
table for winter and early spring use, for 
those who do not, objeot' to-its earthy 
flavour. »

additional, row of sprouts between^i^e 
early^ cauliflowers, and 2 rows of qfiidt- 
growing ^4avoy cabbages between the 
rows of mid-season cauliflowers. Three 
or four rows of leeks inight he planted in 
June on ground cccnpied by shallots and 
potato onions, or early turnips, while late 
sowings of turnips^ might be made -be
tween rows of ..Tripoli onions in July. 
Late curly greens savoy cabbages, and 
broccoli could^ be planted on remainder of 
ground-occupied by mid^season and early 
ijotatoes.

Salad and other quick growing crops/'
such radish, cress, spinach, etc., could 
be sown between ' the rows of sprouts 
and other greens, or adjoining the peas, 
beans, and cefle:^, such time as •
these, crops require more space.

i"

PLOTHOLDEE.

.Bpace 
allotted 

. for each 
Crop

Amount of 
Seeds

or Plants^

Time of When 
Sowing, or. ■ Use. 
Planting

Amount
of

Produce
Kind of Crop, distance apart, etc.

f
***■--*ilT* nI,.

y, 1 ft.'6 in. Euqner Beans (as an edging) single line, of
■■ seeds-6 iha.'apart

. ^ Space for rai-sing varioug qeedlings and ilerbs

. ' 4 rows of Barly Potatoes, rows 2 ft. apart,- ■
sets 1 ft. apart

^ rows of Hid Season Potatoes, rows 2 ft. 3 ins,, 
apart, sets 1'ft apart

17 rows of'Main Crop Potatoes, rows 2 ft. 6,ms> ’
apart/eets 1 ft. 3 ins. apart- 

4- rows >of Early Cabbage, rows- 2 ft. apart, • 
plants 1 ft. 6 ins. apart 

3 rows of Brussels Sprouts, rows 2 ft. apart, 
plants 2 ft. apart

2 rows of Early Cauliflowers, rows 2 ft. apart, 
plants 1. ft* 6 ms,-apart' '

2 rows Mid DeasOn Cauliflowers, rows 2 ft, apart,
■ plknts 2 ft. apart

• 2 rows. Autumn Brocoli,rows2ft. Bins, apart, .
X5iants 2 ft. apart

I row Frenoh Beans (1 ft. row and 1 ft. each 
, ‘ side picldng ’Bpace), seeds 9 ins. apart .. pint seeds

2. rows Carrots, rows 1 ft. apart,-plants thinned ..
to .8 iris, apart ,. .. * * 4* seeds

3 rows Parsnips, rows 1, ft. 6 ins. apart, plants ‘ .
thinned to IQ. ins. apart .. ’ . * i oz. seeds

1 drill Ea^iy Bwarf Peas (space as for Beans)
“seeds in a triple row 3 ins. apart each way i seeds 

3 rows Beet Boot, rows IS ins. apart, plants ‘
9 ins. apart- ... ., ^ *. .. I oz. seeds

2 rows Early Turnips, rows 1.8 ins, apart,
plants 6 ins, apart .. . 1 oz. seeds

row Bi’oad Beans, seeds sown 6 ns. apar ^ pint 
rows Onions (Spring sowm), rows 1 ft. apart, 
plants 6 ina, apart /. . .. oz. seeds

2 rows Tripoli Onions, rows 1 ft. apart, plants
6 in^. apart . *, .. .. oz. seeds

1 row Shallots, rows 1 ft.apart, pts. 6ins. apart stone bulbs
2 rows Potato Onions, rows 1 ft. apart, plants

9'inches apart .. , IJ stone bulbs"
4 ft,, 6 ins* 1 French Celery, double row, plants 1 tt,

apart each way .. .. »* 80 plants
Edging of Parsley, plants 8 in's, apart ,, oz, seed

1 pint /aw 1st May, July~*-']srov. 1 cwt.* ♦• •

ft

1J stone Feb.—March June—July 3 cwt.

July—^Aug. 6 cwt

Oct.—^June 16 cwt.

March—May IGQ heads/

* -• •4 •* •
18 ft*. ‘.h

March? 3 stone4 9f,« *

43^ ft.
5 %ton0 • «• April—-May

J oz. seed or 112 plants October 

J: OZ. seed or 60 plants March-*^May Oct.—Feb. 1 cwt.

4 oz. seed or 55 plants March—^May June—July

• m • 9

♦ • • •

. 6 ft.
• • *

4/ bO heads
I

4Q lieads^ 
#

4Q heads'.

- • *• «

4 ft.
J oz. seed or 40 plants April—^May July—Sept.^<9 -9 • • • •

6 iiv
J oz. 's eed or 4 Q plants April—^May Hov.—Jan,« '« • »

3 ft.
May

March—April Aug.—Marqh 40 lbs,

Feb.—March Oct.—March SO. lbs',

t,m Feb.—^March June—July 
■ </

«» May

March 
February

August 80 lbs
2 ft.

4 ft. 6 ins

3 ft.
40 lbs.

3 it.
August

June—^July-'' I- cwt.i 
July—Aug. . 80 lbs

' Aug,—^jMareh 1- cwt,

f cwt.
I cwt,

1-i cwt.

SO heads, 
W^e e kly 
supplies.

' 1 cwlv
3 ft;

4^ 4*

April
Planted out 
in October July—Feb.

July—Feb.

2 ijA
:

49 February

February July—Feb,

Oct.-—Feb, 
June—-May

«4 June
Eeb.'^—^MarchI ft. «ft
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ĉ
 trt-

cr
-

r*
bi

14
 w

00

«

fs.

CP



miWication of the mw constitution of the 
British Xabour Party, and there is a very 
(marked difference between the two^ 
‘‘ Between the oomnaratively small grou]^ 
that exists on rent, interest and nroffts 
(exercising in consequence a dis;fyrc‘« 
portionate political power) and the great 
mass of wageffearnens. qnote 
G. Hobson, of the “ New 
the salaried classes,an inffnite, varie
gated, and unorganised aggregation of 
fortuitous atoms, . , * Borne of them, 
hy education, training, and ‘ milieu/ 
arOj closely related'- to the actttal es- 
ploiters others are equally close in 
interest and sympathy, to ^fehe w’age^ 
earners.” It is to this la ter class of the 
“ saiariat,” and to those members of the 
former,iclass who, for any. reason jrise in 
political thought where the limitations of 
“ education, training .and ‘m lieu,'" that 
the theories of national guilds make a 
special appeal'; and,, lai^gely under the 
influence of tilie national guilds school of 
thought, the ^ British .Labour Party has 
now thrown its membership open to all 
“ producers by hand or by brain,” and is 
aiming deliberately at capturing as -much 
as possible of the'“ salariat ’' as well as 
the “ proletariat’ and organising itself 
■on a national instead of a class basis.- 
Any individual who lives by liis or her 
own exertions, physical or mental, is en
titled to membership on the sole condh 
tion of endorsing the Party’s profession 
of faith. ' •

The Irish Labour Party, on the other 
hand, is rigidly restricted in its member- 
.ship to bonafi(ie trade unionists* Is’this 
condition necessary? I anticipate the 
answer that members of the “ salariat ” 
not organised in trade unions ought to be 
so. organised, and that the existence of 
such a condition may stimulate" them t-o- 
wmrds organisation. I agree entirelv that 
.salary-earnea’s, equally with : wage*- 
earners should, so far as possible, b© 
organised. The people I have in mind, 
however, are people who from the natixre 
of the case cannot be drgani-sed'^young 
men in public or semi-publfc departments, 
in the professions, in journalism, on the 
fringes of literatuire, and so on. James 
Connolly, in “The Reconquest.,of-Ire
land,’’ noted that in these classes we 
have in Ireland .a proportion much larger 
than across the Channel, of men who are 
more and more attracted to the labour 
and -co-operative-movements, and wel- 

‘•corned the prospect of their support, Btit 
the Irish Labour Party, by its constitu* 
tion, shuts them out. I fully appreciate 

' the danger of a working-class movement 
being captured by bourgeois theorists; 
but the British Labour Party, while 
realising it, has been able to provide 
adequate safeguards against it. There 
.are, I believe, a considerable number of - 
younger men situated as I have outlined, 
who are equally dissatisfied with the Sinn 
Fein, Nationalist, and Unionist parties, 
who could ^give the Irish Labour Party 
useful service. Cannot the Irish Labour 
Party find room for them ?—Yours faith-^ 
fully«

W* B. W.

SAOlACAS.
0* %im P. 0'BIAIN.

If feAff A CeApfAfd l,4i-|\*uheAf a\\
fAOtAf 114 'bflbl 

n^4et4C . 6 4irnfif ' ^C^triuii 4'nn4f.
• Co-nrif4t> ri4 24Ltutu^ i luiiiit>4in T3o 

Pfohn 4ri ’0‘ii4if 664*0114. Tltihif eife 
6 C« 114 S* ktmno,*r-r£g0..oo’n t6 if 
feAff 4 6'4pf4it) tiiffS^At uru griAt- 
f4og4tt nSifiuii foirh C4ifC LM6,, Aguf 
b4int: 4 15eit 4^ c-jiiC An fs6it ieif ah 
Cif Je ^ AtuAO. tlAiueAnn corndfCAifi ^ 
lioeAUdA eite te cUiiCi, te oinii- 
feAnCtif, be fiUoCt? te tmifci (•peAlb’* 
f4iii4rit>A, e4t4*d4rir4, it.)? -^Suf te
fgeAtOA 4f ^"ri4t-f40g4t I'
615111 1 n^^ifinn. t)i'onii .^f’o-AOihneAf 
te U'-Aififl te turn 411 Oifeh,6o4if;' 
A^tlf t)tl geAt tinu UlC'O f40;t41f ’uA 
miloe 00 CfiAtt Ann. "Deioif 45 
fmAoineAt) op fAoipfe inoteACcA 
Mpf.

thtceofA te f564ttiio6t; Aguf fitioCt 
114 penrne. 'P'UApAtAf cu^iAif OpeAgtA 
4C4, mAitte te steof^OuA ’nA oCAOit), 
’riAp tAete f6iri. Ctiip pAofAic ITIac 
PlAfAlf 0>.^ fg^At 00 HA fgeAtUA 1 
ti-eAgAf, o’toittfig 00111 rriAc tieitt 
pi-eiiuAfACu fitiodOA, “CviriAife pnn 
(CtimArin ha SsfibeAnu gAc’Oit^e)? 
Asuf Aiioif “ fiAu-lAoite ’’ te fAit 
6 &L OfAih lAoioe (CumArm OitieACAif 
HA ti6ipeAiin). UA fAp-eotAf A5 ah 
'lAoitieAC A.p cdpf-^^i 1*^-^ titfioeoA 
CeAOH A —^AgUf 4p 1 t”t1 UplO 60 61 te. T)o 
p6ip COfUtAdtA HI CtllfOeAp AH OlpeAO 
fiH fturtle 1 f564104 ha C-pAoihe 'Rua,

U4 teAOAp

tA S6AHltlf 0 CtltflH ’ha eOrflHUi fAH 
lHt)1A toif te fAt)Ap 46 HI t>UlHH 4 
pAO HAp ihAOttUg fill 4 Hpl 6ipeAHHA6.
Cuip f6 teAOAp ahiaC te ’o6ahhai? 
teA64p ’ha Hfuit A tAn epACuA Ap. 
6lplHHi> gl So Hftut OeiHCAt jAttOA
Alp: “ tlew 'W'Ayf m CnstifH
licepAttipe ” (lilAO'pAf : gAHefri).
CtiipeAHH f6 flop ApXAsope? ApAbiHOto 
gHOf^j, YeAOfjXX- e.-BoepHeH pHittipf? 
0. CAppenoep? ttlepewoii? Syr.se^ 
emepfon, it. "Cpei te pfinOA fpiopA- 
OAtOA If HI 6 At A Ap A 41 pe? 46 t>0-H1 
f6 tASAipt fA teit OO ttl6t fAOtAip • 
AgUf w’h OAHtpAtt. UA Hei te f0140111- 
tidtA te pA'O Aige tun ^AeOeAtA Asuf - 
'Utn ^'‘^dtAOAf? a6 t)!oHH f6 A5 ont 
Aihu uAipeAHHtA, “ Uiie /geiiitif op 
IpetAHO AHt) Of YeACf If vis-pAHt aho . 
typiCAt” 'oeip f6» A6 ha OAoine w 
6UtH fS^AtUA CfiCHUtAlHlI? t1tp1o6t HA 
peiHHe;, A5uf A tAn ofAOtAip eite 
hipWp 1 H-AHH OlHpIfl Ap fti fAipflH5 
6tlHlAfAL A5Uf tA ' AH tfeAH-6p1 fA 
seme go foitt. Jah Aitipuf tAnituo 
AII’-AOPAHAO te ClAHtA, A6 UA fit teif 
AH fSeAt fAH. At tA tA AH opAmA? 
tA AH tup’-f56it? tA HA ti6pop6e 45 
teAcc. rrup fin pein tA tigoAip 
gAetACA Auh A5uf tAi*0 tAg teifSifut^ 
AStif p6-tu5tA 00 gnAt-tiiAipinb 

peAp HHfHiuit OpiorfiAp If 640 p. B.
0 H01 peAptAi g ?^5tif j:A neApt e o tAif
AStif fiop-t6Apguf Aige Ap-.-iv 
OeifteAHHA ©IpeAHHACA* 1f -teip AH 
Hieit) flH 611 teAOAp AtA CUptA AHlAt 
Aige titn BeAii lUifteAt (TriAUHfet). 
If lot ’OfliHH 50 t6ip 66 tA06tA t6l*0- 
l1ieA6 AgtSf t)Q 61 AH 1Tllft6AtACtA6 HI 

' tuigeAHH Ap 6fuprfiop c6 ’OoitfiiH A’f 
HO 'Dl f 6 pi Ain Ap tp6l te Agtlf Ap 
Hitfe tu6t fAOtAip, Aguf AP Aii tnoi:) 
HlpeAC Cun A gee Apt *00 bAlHUAniAt. 
t)i ‘‘fociAt foticy’’ *oA-pi'pi6 Aige, 
Agtlf If hpOAg HlAp rfllHlgeAHH pAHpAIg 
0 ll6l5eApuAig AH tAOb fO Ho’h f56Al. 

’’O^AHfAi'O Ah teA6Ap AH-rriAiteAf 
6fl1f HA H'-Olbpite.l HSiplHH.

1 mt)6At peipfoe a 66Af ah 
tOipeA6tAf 1. rribtiAHA. UioHotfAp 6
>Ap 4-, AgUf neit) f6 Ap flubAt
50 t)t1 lugHAf 10. Pelt) 49 COHldptAf Ai 
Ap fAH AHH : 1 t1tpi06c, tAHAipt HA 
SACHltge? AbCOlHeAtt, feAHtUf 
1i$ipeAHH? f56Attiio6t,
HVumccoipeAtt, AitipAHtiio6t, 
ceAHAt) ceot tipH6ife,

-riKl.

IHlOAfS HA HHAOlHe. 
tAitneArhA6, “ ContuHAp IBac UeAfA, 
It./’ te fAit AgAlHH 0 “ Ctl tltAt) 
“Ppicpiti ” A^tif “Uaih Po CuAitSHe 
’ha HpdmA” 6h At Alp peAHAp; ah 
“XAiii ” HiAp tA fi 1 leAhAp PtuHe 
leACAiH (StiiACHAH Agtif 0 Caohh) ;
AgUf HlAp flH HQlt). 'Pa bpiOHlAp lAH 
HA HAoine HO CeAp Agtif HO 6oirn6A*o 
AH tpeAH-tltpiOCt UH 1 H-AttOHv CaH 
6 AH fAt HA6 mUiOHH UgHAlp Agtip 
tuct t6igte HA tiHHe feo, 66 neAptiHAp 
te fAoite* Agtif te fAotptute ha peAH ?

1. p. 0 RHO

THE IRISH LAmun PARTY,

(To the Editor of “ Irish Opinion.”)

Bir,-—-As an interested reader of “Irish 
Opinion,” I should like to- have your 
view’-s on what seems to me a defect in 
the constitution of the Irish Labour 
Tarty.. This was published in yoitr col
umns recently, a .short time after the

HA
peACAipeAtc, 

ctAif^ 
plHHCe^'”1t.

P6it> HtiAiH liiop (£50) te fAit 4$ ah
t.

Jajjhaby 19 th, 1918. IBISH OPINION
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THE MAKY STREET
PICTURE HOUSE

*

(The “Mapy-O ”) 
The ‘ Crisis ’ is Coming

“CHRISTIE’S” LABOUR
DUBLIN.11 ARRAN 

QDAY,SHOP

THE ELECTRIC THEATRE, 
TALBOT STREET, 

Fipst in Dublin.
and

still the. Best.

The Irish Transport & General Workers' Union
[IPourided January, 1909.]

Head OSee Liberty Hall, Dublin.
Affiliated to the Irish Trades Union CongreM and Iiabonr Party, and with all local 

Tree's Conncils. E-eg. No. 275. Approved Society No. 62.
rpms or anisation was established in order to provide for the •workers of this country.

Union with headquarters in Ireland, having- its affairs managed and 
controlled by Irish Workers, and its policy and programme based on Irish conditions, 
eo as to secure for all workers in Ireland higher wages, shorter hours, better con4itioiiB 
of employment, improved housing, a higher standard of living, and a fuller and freer 
life for all who labour.

a

A Live Union for Live Workers.
Forty-five Branches. Over 20,050 Members. 
■Join Now!

%
He who* hesitates is lostir

If there is no Branch in your district, write to:—
THOMAS FOR AN, General President, Liberty Eall, d>tiblin.

J. T. LEM AS S
HATTER and OUTFITTER*
2 and 3 Capel Street, Dublin

lrish>made Cooiis a Speolality.

PHILIP SHANAHAN, 
Family Grocer

134 Foley Street
f

(Off Talbot Street).

WORKERS !
-r-.n EDUCATE!!

“FREEDOM’S ROAD FOR IRISH 
WORKERS.”—By R^ald.

“ A PLEA FOR SOCIAL EMANCStPA- 
TION IN IRELAND.”—By Rose 

• M'Kenna.
“ SOCIALISM MADE EAST.”—By 

James Connolly,,

S^d. each, post free.

1

High-Class Tailoring'~"‘LAy and ClericaJ,

H. BOL/HP^D,
63 MIDDLE ABBEY STREET

(Late Todd, Burns, Ltd.).
Tradm Union Labour^

FRENCH ARMY BOOTS,
Hand-Sevn. 'Sizes, 7 to 12. 

I6/n per pair ; worth 30/-

SMALL PROFIT BOOT STORE, 
78 Talbot St,, Dubliiu,

BYRNE’S STORESCASH FOB YOU.
Send Xoup Property to

FOR3
TOOLS, RAZORS, PENKNIVES, Ete.PAWNBROKERS & JEWELLERS,

. 48 CUFFE STREET, DUBLIN.
Highest Advances on best terms and no 

delays. Strict Privacy. Established 1838.

Top qualities. Lowest Prices.

Nos. 60 & 5S Talbot Street..

Est. 1865. • Thoiie 4150.

J. G. KEARNEY,
Tobacconist and Up-to-dat© Newsagent.

LaboiiT and Irish Irela/nd Literature a 
Speciality.

S§ UPPER STEPHEN STREET.

Wear the LV.” Shirt,
'The LiaderolothiniTj

* And Support Home Industry. 
Wholesale only from

The Connolly ” Memoplal 
Wopkpooms,

81 EDEN QUAY, DUBLIH

Have you yet tried the
NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO. ?
If not, you will be well adyised to do so. 
Postage Paid one way on Country Parcels.

NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO
60 South William Street, DUBLIN,

•5

For eforytlilng
Id mo Type-
.vrlterafidBiip-
licatorliBe.

''■•iFOLEY’S
26 BACHELOR’S 

i WALK.

NO WORKER
can afford to be -without

GIBSOl
It Durss Cuts', Scalds, Burns, and Hands 

Cracked and Sore from Exposure
It Cures all kind-s of Skin Trouble, Eczema,

. Bingworm, Piles, Wounds and Bruises.- 
It is made by Irish, labour.

No other Ointment is as good.
Of all Chemists,, 1/-; or direct from th© 

manuraoturers,
J. GIBSON A CO

1 Clare Lane, DUBLIN^

McQuillan for toois 
McQuillan for i.zors
Moat up-to-date Stocks in Ireland.

35/36 CAPEL ST., DUBLIN.

IRELAND for THE IRISH
There is no surer means by which you 

keep the Irish people in Ireland than by 
eupporting Ireland's industries. W© stock 
everything Irish for men^s wear. Buy from

can

us.

94 TALBOT STREET, BTJBLIK.

Printed for the "Irish Itabour Press,'^ 27 Lairrsoa St., by Hessrs, Cabill Ss, Co., . Ormond Quay, Dublin. Registered as a Kowspaper.
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